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There is too much information to share in writing about how lost cats behave and how to search for them. There are several things that you need to make certain that you are doing to find your lost cat. We will attempt to reduce our suggestions into a few bullet points on this page, but we strongly suggest that you visit MPP’s web site (www.missingpetpartnership.org) and read the following pages:
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Displaced Cat Behavior
In a nutshell, there are FOUR THINGS that you need to know about finding a lost cat:

#1 – The behavior of a sick, injured, or panicked cat is that they will HIDE IN SILENCE. So just because you do not see or hear your cat does NOT mean that he/she is not right there. Your cat might be hiding very close by. If your cat is an indoor-only cat that escaped outside, you can use a baited humane trap or surveillance camera to help recover him. To understand how a humane trap and a wildlife camera can recover a panicked cat, read the “Lil Miss Kitty” story on MPP’s site at http://www.missingpetpartnership.org/recovery-misskitty.php as well as Kat Albrecht’s blog titled “Love Thy Neighbor and Their Cat” at http://katalbrecht.com/blog/?p=145 and “Peepless in Seattle” at http://katalbrecht.com/blog/?p=1094. 
#2 – If your cat bolted in a panic or has a skittish temperament, it is very possible that he is now “displaced” into unfamiliar territory. While some cats will simply return home or jump over a few fences, some cats become so terrified of displacement that they remain concealed, or they begin to travel. Be sure to read the “Displaced Cat Behavior” page on MPP’s web site (www.missingpetpartnership.org) for more information on this. Last year several lost cats were found hiding in neighbor’s yards (under decks) and inside neighbor’s garages, even after the garages were searched by the owner and neighbor! IT IS CRITICAL THAT YOU CONDUCT AN AGGRESSIVE, PHYSICAL SEARCH BY GETTING PERMISSION FROM YOUR NEIGHBOR’S TO SEARCH THEIR PROPERTY and that you search these locations a second time, since your cat might be too scared to meow during the first 7 days but may ultimately meow (7 to 12 days later) once hungry or thirsty enough.
#3 – Florescent REWARD LOST CAT posters are a big tool in generating leads to help recover a lost cat. Last 4th of July, a woman came to our booth whose black cat had been missing for 2 weeks. We explained the concept of using the florescent signs but she was hesitant. She just didn’t think her cat was around any longer. She took the sign from us and within TWO HOURS she returned to the shelter with the sign and her cat! Her cat had been living at the apartment complex across the street, bumming food off of strangers. YOUR CAT IS LIKELY MUCH CLOSER THAN YOU THINK!! MPP’s web site has photos and instructions on how to create these type of signs under the “Recovery Tips” page and the “5+5+55 Posters” button. You should also create 8 ½ X 11 flyers (that include a color photo of your cat) and hand these out to neighbors door to door as well as post them at local vets, groomers, and pet shops. DO NOT rely on your neighbor to “look” for your cat! Your neighbor is not going to get on their belly to look under their deck for your cat—YOU need to do this yourself!
#4 – DO NOT GIVE UP HOPE!!! Your biggest enemy will be your desire to give up too soon. This is called “grief avoidance” and it is natural to want to seek closure. Just be aware of the fact that most people don’t find their lost cats because they give up too soon and fail to conduct a proper search. Remain active, aggressive, and hopeful and you will increase your chances of finding your lost cat!
If you were helped by this information, please make a donation to support Missing Pet Partnership by going to www.missingpetpartnership.org and clicking on PayPal to make a donation, or by sending a check payable to “Missing Pet Partnership” at Missing Pet Partnership, P.O. Box 3085, Federal Way, WA 98063.                   


